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"Who is this guy and why haven’t I heard of him?"

by Dale Ahlquist

President

American Chesterton Society

I’ve heard the question more than once. It is asked by people who have just started to discover G.K. Chesterton. 
They have begun reading a Chesterton book, or perhaps have seen an issue of Gilbert! Magazine, or maybe 
they’ve only encountered a series of pithy quotations that marvelously articulate some forgotten bit of common 
sense. They ask the question with a mixture of wonder, gratitude and . . . resentment. They are amazed by what 
they have discovered. They are thankful to have discovered it. And they are almost angry that it has taken so 
long for them to make the discovery.

"Who is this guy. . .?"

Gilbert Keith Chesterton (1874-1936) cannot be summed up in one sentence. Nor in one paragraph. In fact, in 
spite of the fine biographies that have been written of him, he has never been captured between the covers of 
one book. But rather than waiting to separate the goats from the sheep, let’s just come right out and say it: G.K. 
Chesterton was the best writer of the 20th century. He said something about everything and he said it better than 
anybody else. But he was no mere wordsmith. He was very good at expressing himself, but more importantly, 
he had something very good to express. The reason he was the greatest writer of the 20th century was because 
he was also the greatest thinker of the 20th century.

Born in London, Chesterton was educated at St. Paul’s, but never went to college. He went to art school. In 
1900, he was asked to contribute a few magazine articles on art criticism, and went on to become one of the 
most prolific writers of all time. He wrote a hundred books, contributions to 200 more, hundreds of poems, 
including the epic Ballad of the White Horse, five plays, five novels, and some two hundred short stories, 
including a popular series featuring the priest-detective, Father Brown. In spite of his literary accomplishments, 
he considered himself primarily a journalist. He wrote over 4000 newspaper essays, including 30 years worth of 
weekly columns for the Illustrated London News, and 13 years of weekly columns for the Daily News. He also 
edited his own newspaper, G.K.’s Weekly. (To put it into perspective, four thousand essays is the equivalent of 
writing an essay a day, every day, for 11 years. If you’re not impressed, try it some time. But they have to be 
good essays - all of them – as funny as they are serious, and as readable and rewarding a century after you’ve 
written them.)

Chesterton was equally at ease with literary and social criticism, history, politics, economics, philosophy, and 
theology. His style is unmistakable, always marked by humility, consistency, paradox, wit, and wonder. His 
writing remains as timely and as timeless today as when it first appeared, even though much of it was published 
in throw away papers.

Press Release G. K. Chesterton; September 23, 2010 event. Here is some  background information. Please 
contact Phil at 694-2016 or by e-mail pviverito@yahoo.com for more information.

Press Release & Info Packet for G. K. Chesterton; September 23, 2010 
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This man who composed such profound and perfect lines as "The Christian ideal has not been tried and found 
wanting; it has been found difficult and left untried," stood 6’4" and weighed about 300 pounds, usually had a 
cigar in his mouth, and walked around wearing a cape and a crumpled hat, tiny glasses pinched to the end of his 
nose, swordstick in hand, laughter blowing through his moustache. And usually had no idea where or when his 
next appointment was. He did much of his writing in train stations, since he usually missed the train he was 
supposed to catch. In one famous anecdote, he wired his wife, saying, "Am at Market Harborough. Where ought 
I to be?" His faithful wife, Frances, attended to all the details of his life, since he continually proved he had no 
way of doing it himself. She was later assisted by a secretary, Dorothy Collins, who became the couple’s 
surrogate daughter, and went on to become the writer’s literary executrix, continuing to make his work available 
after his death.

This absent-minded, overgrown elf of a man, who laughed at his own jokes and amused children at birthday 
parties by catching buns in his mouth, this was the man who wrote a book called The Everlasting Man, which 
led a young atheist named C.S. Lewis to become a Christian. This was the man who wrote a novel called The 
Napoleon of Notting Hill, which inspired Michael Collins to lead a movement for Irish Independence. This was 
the man who wrote an essay in the Illustrated London News that inspired Mohandas Gandhi to lead a movement 
to end British colonial rule in India. This was a man who, when commissioned to write a book on St. Thomas 
Aquinas, had his secretary check out a stack of books on St. Thomas from the library, opened the top book on 
the stack, thumbed through it, closed it, and proceeded to dictate a book on St. Thomas. Not just any book. The 
renowned Thomistic scholar, Ettienne Gilson, had this to say about it:

"I consider it as being without possible comparison the best book ever written on St. Thomas. Nothing short of 
genius can account for such an achievement. Everybody will no doubt admit that it is a 'clever' book, but the few 
readers who have spent twenty or thirty years in studying St. Thomas. . . cannot fail to perceive that the so-
called 'wit' of Chesterton has put their scholarship to shame. He has guessed all that which we had tried to 
demonstrate, and he has said all that which they were more or less clumsily attempting to express in academic 
formulas. Chesterton was one of the deepest thinkers who ever existed; he was deep because he was right; and 
he could not help being right; but he could not either help being modest and charitable, so he left it to those who 
could understand him to know that he was right, and deep; to the others, he apologized for being right, and he 
made up for being deep by being witty. That is all they can see of him."

Chesterton debated many of the celebrated intellectuals of his time: George Bernard Shaw, H.G. Wells, Bertrand 
Russell, Clarence Darrow. According to contemporary accounts, Chesterton usually emerged as the winner of 
these contests, however, the world has immortalized his opponents and forgotten Chesterton, and now we hear 
only one side of the argument, and we are enduring the legacies of socialism, relativism, materialism, and 
skepticism. Ironically, all of his opponents regarded Chesterton with the greatest affection. And George Bernard 
Shaw said: "The world is not thankful enough for Chesterton."

His writing has been praised by Ernest Hemingway, Graham Greene, Evelyn Waugh, Jorge Luis Borges, Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez, Karel Capek, Marshall McLuhan, Paul Claudel, Dorothy L. Sayers, Agatha Christie, Sigrid 
Undset, Ronald Knox, Kingsley Amis, W.H. Auden, Anthony Burgess, E.F. Schumacher, Neil Gaiman, and 
Orson Welles. To name a few.

T.S. Eliot said that Chesterton "deserves a permanent claim on our loyalty."

 

". . . and why haven’t I heard of him?



The American Chesterton Society Western New York Chapter Begins

 In 2006, having recently retired, I was channel surfing and stubbled from my remote onto a show about 
The Disciple of Common Sense: G. K. Chesterton. Both my wife, Lynne, and me were hooked on the show and 
the EWTN Station where it appears weekly. In turn we joined the The American Chesterton Society. We devoured 
each issue of Gilbert Magazine which is a bonus for joining the Society. That name was strangely familiar; 
Chesterton, Chesterton. But where had I heard or read the name? The little grey cells starting turning and turning. 
Years before, in school, I recollected reading a poem by Chesterton. I recalled  distinctly checking my 
Grandfather’s cigarette pack to make sure of the name; Chesterfield was quite different from Chesterton. There 
was more to the name than I thought.  The seed was planted more than 45 years ago.
 
 Then in 2009 I met Mr. Dale Ahlquist at a weekend event called Re-Awakening Wonder, held in 
Rochester. There he and a group of other noted speakers and authors including Joseph Pearce gave talks on 
Chesterton. The program ended with a lengthy Q&A session. I was impressed when Mr. Ahlquist made sure that 
he introduced me to other Chestertonians (people interested in G.K. Chesterton) from Buffalo. Being impressed 
with the one on one attention each celebrity gave the audience Lynne and me were determined to see such an 
come to Buffalo. Driving the one hour  trip back to Buffalo we returned with a mission.

 Gilbert Magazine was the next  step. Gilbert Magazine is the Society’s magazine which promotes 
Chesterton through articles and quotes on or about the great man G. K. Chesterton.  After visiting the Society 
website I got all the info we would need to start our own chapter. Contacting the American Chesterton Society we 
then asked for any known member list of Gilbert Magazine members in the Buffalo area.  Armed with addresses 
and e-mails we proceeded to contact known Buffalo area Chestertonians. E-mails and postcard fleeted to possible 
attendees. Our first meeting was held in October at the Amherst Wegman’s coffee area. A place where people can 
meet informally in the upper level. About 8 Chestertonians came to our first meeting. We were off and running.

 While Wegman’s is nice, Chesterton it must be realized, deserved a better place than between actual meat 
and potatoes. Chesterton is the meat and potatoes of the mind more than the body. Within several months we  saw 
that the coffee bar scene was ok but perhaps a better place could be found. Barnes and Noble Books seemed  a 
likely and highly conducive place. After meeting with the Barnes and Noble Manager at the Niagara Falls 
Boulevard location we were happy to learn they would provide us a more conducive meeting place. Since April 
our small group of fluctuating numbers of 6 to 10 meet there each first Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. For one 
to one and a half hours we meet to discuss Chesterton and his works. 

 All during this time of creating the local Chapter we worked on getting Mr. 
Ahlquist out to Buffalo. After a brief negotiation we were able to secure a time and a 
place for him to come out to Buffalo for a one night speaking engagement.  In addition 
to Mr. Ahlquist were also able to secure Dr. Chuck Chalberg to attend to render his per-
sonification as G. K. Chesterton. Currently we are actively developing the Western New 
York Chapter, running meetings, building the Chapter web site, operating a Chesterton 
Yahoo Group and utilizing various promotional tools like radio and printed press releases. 
It is our hope to expand this current Chesterton event into an annual event with other 
notable Chesterton speakers.

http://www.americanchestertonsocietywnychapter.com
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Dr. Chuck Chalberg
 Dr. Chalberg teaches American history at Normandale Community College 
in Bloomington, Minnesota and holds a B.A. from Regis College of Denver, an M.A. 
and Ph.D. in history from the Univ. of Minnesota.  

 As part of his diverse talents  Chalberg performs as Teddy Roosevelt, H.L. 
Mencken, baseball's Branch Rickey, George  Orwell, and golf's Bobby Jones.  
Bringing these historic lives back to life Chesterton is the one that he admits most 
love doing.  

 In addition to his research and performances Chalberg has written a dual
a biography of Branch Rickey and Jackie Robinson, a biography of Emma Goldman, 
a history of Bloomington, Minnesota, and has edited a book of documents on the 
history of American isolationism.  

 Chalberg has also written for the old "Crisis" magazine, as well as the Weekly Standard, the National 
Review, and a few others. 

 Chalberg was born and raised in Brainerd and now lives in Bloomington, Minnesota; is married and has 
five children.  

Dale Ahlquist

 Dale Ahlquist is President of the American Chesterton Society, host of the EWTN series “G.K. 
Chesterton: The Apostle of Common Sense,” and Publisher of Gilbert Magazine. He has written two books on 
     Chesterton, edited four more, and has written for over a dozen 
     publications. He has lectured at major colleges and universities and other 
     venues, including Yale, Columbia, NYU, Cornell, Rice, the Vatican 
Forum     in Rome, the Thomas More Centre in Melbourne, and at the House of 
     Lords in London. 

      He is the co-founder of a new high school, Chesterton Academy, 
in      St. Louis Park, Minnesota, and the executive producer of Manalive, a film 
     based on a novel by G.K. Chesterton, which will be released in 2010.

      Dale received a B.A. from Carleton College in Northfield, 
     Minnesota, and a M.A. from Hamline University in St. Paul, Minnesota. 
     He and his wife Laura have six children.

      “Ahlquist on Chesterton is like Plato on Socrates, or Boswell on 
     Johnson.” New Oxford Review.

Our Speakers
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When: 

 September 23, 2010

Time: 

 7:00 p.m.

Where: 

 St. Timothy R.C.

 565 East Park Dr.

 Tonawanda, N.Y.

Monthly Meetings

The Western New York Chapter meets every first Thursday 

of each month at the Barnes and Noble Book Store on Ni-

agara Fall Blvd., Amherst, N.Y. at 7:00 p.m.

101.7 FM

1460 AM

Information:  
pviverito11@mac.com
Phil at 716-694-2016

http://americanchestertonsocietywnychapter.com/

Dale Ahlquist 

President of the Ameri-

can Chesterton Society, 

host of the EWTN series 

G.K. Chesterton: The 

Apostle of Common 

Sense & Publisher of 

Gilbert Magazine.  Mr. 

Ahlquist  is also a noted 

author. He can be seen 

on ETWN Television & 

Chesterton Minutes can 

be heard on The Station 

of the Cross Radio 101.7 

FM and 1460 AM Radio 

stations.

Dale Ahlquist

Speaking on G. K. 

Chesterton

Present 

Admission: $7.00 at the door

Chuck Chalberg

On Being G. K. 

Chesterton

 Chuck Chalberg

Holding numerous 

degrees including a 

P.H.D. in history. Dr. 

Chalberg performs 

weekly on EWTN 

as G. K. Chesterton  

Apostle of Common 

Sense. Dr. Chalberg 

has written numerous 

books on history and 

biographies. He has also 

contributed articles to 

Crisis Magazine, the 

Weekly Standard, and the 

National Review. 


